Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.077; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1. 
The title compound, bis[-(E)-2-({2-
[
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn 2 (C 16 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Drewry & Gunning, 2011) . As part of our ongoing work in the biosensory area, the title Zn-Schiff base complex was synthesized by solvothermal methods and the crystal structure is herein reported. The title molecule consists of two subparallel, tridentate Schiff base ligands, two five coodinate zinc cations and two formyl groups (from the decomposion of dimethylformamide (DMF)). The center plane assumes a parallelogram geometry which is comprised of the alternate atoms of Zn and O atoms ( Fig. 1 ). Crystal packing is stabilized by weak N-H···O intermolecular hydrogen bonds between the amide nitrogen atom and the formate carboxyl oxygen atom (Table 1) .
A mixture of ethyl-4-(dimethylamino) benzoate(10 mmol) and hydrazinium hydroxide (50%, 70ml) was stirred at 120 °C for 3h and then filtered. The resulting white residues were recrystallization by ethanol. Then, 2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (2 mmol) was added to the solution of the above powder (2 mmol) in 50 ml ethanol and refluxed for 3h to obtain the crude product. The crude product was purified by recrystallization with the ethanol and dichloromethane mixed solvent (v/v=2:1) to give white solid Schiff base ligand (N-(2-hydroxybenzylidene)-4-(dimethylamino)benzohydrazide, HL) with 85% yield.
A DMF solution containing HL (0.2 mmol) and Zn(ClO 4 ) 2 . 6H 2 O (0.1 mmol) was stirred at room temperature for 5h and then was sealed in a 20 ml Teflon-lined stainless-steel autoclave, which was heated to 110 o and kept at this temperature for 35h. Yellow block crystals were obtained after the reactor was cooled to room temperature in about 40h.
Refinement
H atoms were placed at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 (aromatic), 0.98 (methyl) Å and were refined with U iso (H)= 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and 1.2 U eq (C) for aromatic moieties.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot of the title compound at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are removed for clarity.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds 
